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Number Full Version.An
unprecedented meeting of the
International Academy of
Astronautics is to be held in
Germany this week. It will give the
first public discussion of matters
that will be important in future
space exploration. We believe that
the subject matter discussed is
politically sensitive, as the
implications for rival nation states,
China and Russia, have the
potential to affect decision making
in any international space race. The
topic will be 'Space for Peace' and
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one of the foremost proponents of
the initiative is the former
Secretary-General of NATO, Jaap
de Hoop Scheffer. Having given a
presentation at the IAAS 15th
Scientific Symposium in February,
he has now accepted the role of
IAA Director and will present a
long-term vision for how space
exploration can help humanity
attain its goals of peace. The
subject of space for peace covers a
wide range of applications that
have a direct bearing on nations in
conflict. The weapons
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programmes, nuclear and
conventional, of nations with a
potential to cause the most harm
can be reduced if there is a
credible alternative. The use of
space in war and in peace is a
major application of space.
Through missile detection,
reconnaissance, targeting, jamming
and kinetic effects, satellites are an
indispensable tool in both peace
and war. If we are to move away
from bombs and missiles, better
understanding of the effects of war
may help us to avoid conflict,
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whether in the future or in the past.
However, the military gains that
space offers in precision, reduced
cost and better target acquisition
may give a potentially dangerous
edge. Space also offers more
possibilities to improve the existing
weapons of war. World peace may
be safeguarded by peaceful uses of
space, using this knowledge to help
maintain world peace and security.
Space may be used to influence
other nations with less destructive
use. It is the role of diplomacy to
achieve this. The past approach by
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certain nations to be 'first' in space
and to prevent others from
exploring might affect the ability
of other nations to solve issues
through diplomatic means
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